A HISTORY OF POLAND
export trade of the country increased, and a new port,
entirely Polish, was built on the Baltic coast at Gdynia
as a rival to Danzig, which had for some years disputed
Poland's privileges in the Free City. Both ports shared,
however, in the growing external commerce of Poland,
and Danzig experienced a prosperity unknown in pre-
war times.
In die field of foreign policy, Poland's influence steadily
increased under Pilsudski. The country was now the
eighdi in size, and the sixth in population in Europe.
Its inhabitants increased by half a million a year, a rate
of growth unsurpassed in the Italy of Mussolini or the
Germany of Hitler. As a natural consequence of the war
of 1914-18, and of the geographical and cultural position
of Poland, the new State had inevitably become a barrier
to German expansion eastwards and to Russian expansion
westwards. The constant prc-occupation of Poland's
foreign ministers, from Count Skrzynski in the prc-
Pilsudski era to August Zalcski and Colonel Joseph Beck
from 1926 onwards, was to maintain a position of equili-
brium between these two great Slav and German
populations, h the immediate post-war era Poland
was the natural ally of France in eastern Europe ; she
also maintained exceedingly cordial relations with
Hungary, Rumania, and Italy. Her relations with prc-
Hitlerian Germany were cool, but despite the incessant
German agitation for die return to Germany of Danzig
and the Corridor, no incidents occurred to disturb the
peace between die two countries. An attempt had been
made by Skrzynski at the Locarno Conference in 1925
to secure from the Western Powers a guarantee of the
German-Polish frontier, but without success. Germany
agreed, however, under Strcsemann, to submit any
future disputes with Poland to arbitration.
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